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[bookmark: _Toc5785240]Nature of the Consortium

The Research Collections and Preservation Consortium, formed in 2000, is a 501(c)(3) organization which consists of Columbia, Princeton and Harvard University libraries and the New York Public Library. The goal of the consortium is to support the preservation and access to library and archival collections owned by its members. In addition to the storage facility, the consortium has begun a shared collections project in which twelve million volumes are or will be available to all participating institutions. 
[bookmark: _Toc5785241]The Consortium Storage Facility’s Location and Dimensions

	The storage facility (ReCAP) is owned by the consortium. The facility is built on land that sits approximately three miles from the center of Princeton University. It is approximately 50-60 miles away from the New York City locations, and 270 miles from Harvard University. Built in 2000, the building’s footprint covers 163,847 square feet with shelving modules that are 38 feet high containing shelves that are 30 feet high. The facility is arranged for ten modules, or building sections, that vary in the number of aisles of shelving. Three of the modules (6,7, and 10) have not been built as of this report’s writing. Early modules, 1-3 (2002) and 4 (2005), contain six aisles of 37 vertical sections, or “ladders,” of shelving per side. Module 5 contains 10 aisles.  Later modules, 8 and 9 (2013), have twelve aisles with 42 ladders on each side. Future modules 6 and 7 are designed for 10 aisles a piece with 41 ladders per side while module 10 is planned for 12. With the additional three modules, the facility would have a final capacity of 28-30 million volumes. At the time of writing, approximately 35-36% of the collections were from New York Public Library, 23% from Princeton, and 6% from Harvard. Columbia currently stores about 5 million volumes, which accounts for 35-36% of the current ReCAP collections. 
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The general collections are housed at 55˚ F and 35% relative humidity. Cold storage is also located in the facility and houses materials at 35˚ F and 25% relative humidity. The facility is protected with security alarms, movement sensors, swipe cards, and the distribution of few keys to staff. All of ReCAP’s staff are insured. More information is available on the ReCAP website (ReCAP: The Research Collections and Preservation Consortium n.d.).
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	The authors spoke with Ian Bogus, Executive Director of ReCAP to learn about the planning and general operations of the storage facility (Bogus 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A storage facility was not a new idea for the partners as Columbia and New York Public Library were investigating several approaches in the 1990s. Land in New York City is an issue both in availability and price. So, the two institutions approached Princeton University, which was also looking into storage solutions, to join them. They worked together to develop a joint ownership agreement for the planned facility and to pursue 501(c)(3) (nonprofit) status. Princeton already had 825 acres of land available 
