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The Catholic University of America (CUA) is a private Catholic university established in 1887. Located in Washington, D.C., its campus is close to many other Catholic institutions, including the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Serving approximately 3,300 undergraduate and 2,600 graduate students, it is frequently ranked in the top 10 best Catholic colleges in the United States.

The university offers the students services in several libraries, including the John K. Mullen of Denver Memorial Library, the American Catholic History Research Center, the University Archives, and separate libraries on campus for Architecture and Planning, Biology, Music, Nursing, and Physics. An additional autonomous library called the Oliveira Lima Library houses one of the largest collections in the United States of rare books on history and literature of Portuguese Brazilian culture. This interview was with W. John Shepherd, the University Archivist and Head of Special Collections at the University Archives.
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The Special Collections at CUA currently combines the University Archives, the American Catholic History Research Center, Museum, and Rare Books. The museum was founded with the university in the 1880s, while the other departments are later additions. Together they house a wide variety of materials, including over 100 records groups in the Archives, 400 collections in the research center, more than 5,000 items in the Museum, and over 65,000 pamphlets and books in Rare Books.
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The collections are used by a wide variety of patrons, including university administrators, undergraduate and graduate students, and scholars and other researchers from across the world. As part of a hub of Catholic institutions in Washington D.C., it serves as one of the research bases for Catholic scholars in the United States as well as many other national and international scholarly conversations. 

Their collections are largely available for public use upon request. Shepherd notes that some items in the Special Collections have restrictions “imposed by donors and other restrictions we impose due to fragile condition, but otherwise strive to make all our collections widely available for research.”

[bookmark: _vnx1k1aic6vo][bookmark: _Toc32316013][bookmark: _Toc32317456]IV. Collection Development
The Libraries at Catholic University of America keep an update Collection Development Policy that is available online here https://libraries.catholic.edu/about-us/collection-development-policy.html. A copy has been included as appendix B, but the main points related to the Special Collections will be drawn out here.

Their collection development policy outlines the Special Collections focus, naming the Libraries’ directive to “organize, manage, and preserve unique materials that serve as records of our Catholic intellectual heritage and culture” and that “these special collections contribute to Catholic University's teaching and research missions and to the realization of goal number five of the University’s Strategic Plan: “Raising The Catholic University of America’s national and international visibility and reputation.””

They are also an official depository for several organizations, including National Catholic Educational Association, Catholic Charities USA, the National Councils of Catholic Women and Men, and the United States Catholic Conference, and are therefore a rich source of history for the Catholic Church’s American institutions in the 20th century. Though unsure whether one can really separate history from religion, Shepherd said that they tend to emphasize the historical aspects in their collection process, though they are always mindful of religious aspects as well. Shepherd noted that the bulk of the Special Collections are via donations and their official deposits, and therefore they do not purchase many items like a more general religious collection might.

